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Welcome to our first newsletter as BirdLife Northern Rivers 

 

BirdLife Northern Rivers would like to introduce itself.   Formerly Tweed Bird Observers, we have 

completed our transition to Birdlife Australia and now have a new name that better reflects the locality of 

our existing members and also the area in which we appreciate and advocate for birds and their habitats.  

  

We are sending you this newsletter as a member of BirdLife and resident of the Northern Rivers area.  We 

are a sub-branch of BirdLife Northern NSW and you will continue to receive their correspondence.  Please 

join us in our activities or invite us to participate in your area. 

 

As TBO, BirdLife Northern Rivers has been active in the Tweed to Ballina region for almost twenty years. 

We hold monthly outings for bird observations and carry out surveys of Landcare projects, and other 

properties when requested. Members conduct monthly counts of shorebirds and monitor threatened bird 

species in the region. 

  

BirdLife Northern Rivers outings, events and other activities appear in the Crested Bellbird and the Bellbird 

Bulletin and, when brought up-to-date, on the BirdLife Northern NSW website 

(http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-northern-nsw).  These will also give you details of all the other 

activities happening within the wider BirdLife Northern NSW region, to which you are always welcome. 

Please look for us under our new name as we are your local branch. Our outings dates and venues will be 

emailed to you and can also be found under Outings  at: http://tweedbirdobservers.wordpress.com/ . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to volunteer or join our surveys in 2014 we will be: 

 Monitoring the breeding success of Osprey in the Tweed Shire.   

 Participating in the Glossy Black-Cockatoo Birding day.  BirdLife Northern Rivers has been a 

member of the Glossy Black-Cockatoo Conservancy since its inception.  We participate in their 

annual birding day which alternates between May and September.  You are welcome to join in 



the counting of GBC in Tweed or Byron Shires.  See 

http://www.glossyblack.org.au/news_events.html  

 Surveying waders in the Tweed, Richmond, and Evans River.  If you are interested, have a spotting 

scope and some experience with wader identification,  we can put you in contact with the project 

leaders for wader surveys in your area. 

 Working in teams for the BirdLife Challenge Bird Count which is  generally the first Sunday in 

December.   BirdLife Northern Rivers has put together a team of up to 40 members for a fun day 

counting birds.  Join our team or let us help you put together your own. 

 Surveying Rufous Scrub-birds in the Border Ranges National Park.  Conducted in the spring,  these 

surveys will be featured in future outing calendars. 

 Monitoring the breeding success of beach-nesting birds.  If you would like to help improve the 

breeding success of beach-nesting birds along the coast of the Northern Rivers area contact us.  

We need volunteers to look and report any evidence of breeding of Australian Pied 

Oystercatchers, Beach Stone-curlews, or Little Terns.   Councils and the National Parks & Wildlife 

Service are willing to protect these nests if reported.  

 Hosting information booths.  We are always looking for volunteers to help us host information 

desks at local fairs and events.  We currently attend World Environment Day in Murwillumbah, 

Tweed River Festival, Tweed Senior�s Expo, Tyalgum Spring Fair, and others as requested.  If you 

would like to take the lead in your area we can help provide brochures and support. 

For any further information on activities please contact  

Linda Brannian 

Convenor, 

BirdLife Northern Rivers, 

PO Box 956 

MURWILLUMBAH   NSW 2484 

tweedbirds@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

Survey Outcomes 
 

1. Eastern Osprey Breeding Results 2013     
25 active nest sites were monitored between Tweed Heads and Brunswick Heads NSW.   

16 chicks fledged from 12 nests (13 chicks definitely fledged with a further 3 probable). 

A further 4 pairs attempted to breed but were not successful. 5 pairs made no attempt to breed. This 

outcome will be reported to the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service. 

 

August 19 was a big day for four Osprey nestlings when they got to fly a little early, all-be-it from a cherry 

picker, when they were banded by Dr Greg Clancy.  Tweed Shire Council funded Greg to band the chicks, 

with the help of NPWS and Essential Energy.  



 

One chick (approx 4 weeks old and still quite downy) was banded from the Fingal Sand Bypass jetty nest 

(T27), from which one chick had already fledged, and one egg was still being incubated.  

 Right tarsus: Blue 

 Left tarsus: White over Yellow 

 

One chick (also still downy) was banded from the Blackwatch nest (T36).  

 Right tarsus: Blue 

 Left tarsus: White over Blue 

 

Two chicks (a little older) were banded from the Boyds Bay Tick Gates nest 

(T13). 

 1st chick:   Right tarsus: Blue 

   Left tarsus: White over White 

 2nd chick: Right tarsus: Blue 

   Left tarsus:  White over Black 

 

Keep an eye out for these chicks.  If you do happen to see any of them, please take note of the colour 

bands, and the legs they are on, the exact location of the bird, time, date, and condition of the bird, (take 

a photo if you can) and contact Faye Hill (fayelillian@hotmail.com) who will  inform Greg Clancy and the Bird 

& Bat Banding office. 

 

An adult osprey from nest T25 BP Chinderah was killed on the Pacific Highway in May 2013. The fledgling 

from this nest was killed on the road in 2012, and a bird, possibly the immature, from this nest was also 

killed on the highway in 2011. It is urgent that this nest be relocated to a safer site. NPWS had started to 

look into this, but due to resourcing constraints no further action has occurred. Tweed Osprey Group will 

investigate alternative sites and seek a co-operative effort from NPWS,  Tweed Shire Council, Essential 

Energy and other relevant stake-holders to relocate this nest before the start of the next breeding season.   

Recommendations for alternative locations for several other nests are also being made to decrease 

danger to the ospreys. 

 

2. Rufous Scrub-birds 
The fourth annual survey for the northern sub-species of the  Rufous 

Scrub-bird in the Border Ranges National Park was undertaken during 

mid October and mid November 2013.   

 

A total of 18 calling Rufous Scrub-birds were detected in 2013. 13 

territories were confirmed as having been located 2 or more times at 

least 1 month apart. 11 of these territories are considered permanently 

occupied. 6 new territories were detected, 2 of which were confirmed 

across October and November 2013, leaving 4 unconfirmed. 3 of the 



new territories were located in transects where calling birds have not been located in previous years. 

Territories have now been detected in 75% of our 12x1km transects. 

 

The 2013 results compared favourably with those achieved in 2012 when 5 previously confirmed 

territories were not detected at all, and calls were detected less frequently than expected. These results 

suggest that Rufous Scrub-bird populations in our study area had not declined long-term following the dry 

2012 season. 

 

3. Waders. 
Thanks to all who participate in the monthly wader counts.  The annual tally for waders, shorebirds and 

coastal raptors is below: 

 

 
 

Thanks also to George Andrews for assisting Laurel 

Allsopp with Landcare surveys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A link with Byron Bird Buddies  (by Anne Jones) 

 

Byron Bird Buddies (BBB) � a volunteer-run organisation committed to �Community working for the 

conservation of birds through education and habitat protection� � and coordinated by Jan Olley, has 

become, for me, a great source of bird watching and enjoyment.  I love the bush birds, but wanted to 

learn more about shorebirds and waterbirds so, living near Byron Bay, BBB was the obvious organisation 

for me to become involved with.   

 

Byron Bird Buddies monitors four areas for the BirdLife Australia Shorebird 2020 program and has also 

been commissioned by Byron Shire Council to monitor bird populations at West Byron Wetlands and 

Vallances Road, Mullumbimby.  These surveys aim to build up a picture of the trends in bird diversity and 

populations at these two sites (in both Bush and Water birds) in order to provide recommendations for 

maintaining stable avifauna populations and to improve visitor education.  Additional surveys have also 

been carried out at the Brunswick River salt marsh to monitor the return of bird life there after the 

disturbance, some years ago, caused by major road works. 

 

I have been able to be involved in many of these surveys, along with a core of other enthusiastic �Birders�, 

some from BirdLife Northern Rivers, some from Brunswick Valley Birdwatchers as well as BBB members, 

and have been lucky enough to see some wonderful sights such as the Black-necked Stork �dancing� across 

the water, in the hunt for food, at Brunswick; an Australian Owlet-nightjar sitting on a fence post at 

Vallances Road; the tiny Baillon�s Crake scuttling through the reeds at Byron Wetlands; the elusive Beach 

Stone-curlew guarding its well-hidden chick at Marshalls Creek; and the Pied Oystercatchers bravely 

battling man (and his dog), as well as the elements, to raise their chicks at Belongil Beach. The less 

enjoyable result of the surveys is the data collation and report-writing, carried out by Jan � the surveys 

produce a great deal of data, all of which should help to build up a picture of what is happening to our 

birds and how we can best protect them.  Results of the surveys are put on the BBB website and Jan�s 

husband, Larry, researches and writes very interesting articles for the website.  For an interesting and 

informative read, go to:  http://www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au/. 

 

Jan Olley has been an inspiration with her enthusiasm, dedication and knowledge-sharing and I look 

forward to joining in more surveys next year.  Hopefully, all this practise will help me learn which Tern, 

Tattler, or Egret I�m looking at � I�m enjoying the challenge! 

Black-necked Stork 

Photo: Anne Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BirdLife NNSW Spring Campout, Bingara, 4 � 7 Oct,  2013 
(by  Anne Jones) 

 

The BirdLife Northern NSW (BLNNSW) Spring Campout was held at Bingara over the October long week-

end.  About 60 BirdLife members, including 10 representatives from BLNR, gathered at Bingara.  

Registration was on Friday afternoon and after settling in there was time to meet with friends or wander 

by the river and do a little early-evening bird spotting.   

 

The first morning was chilly, and woolly hats and gloves were popular as we gathered in our groups for 

the start of the day's outings.  There were three areas for groups to visit � north of Bingara to Warialda, 

south of Bingara to Barabba and beyond, and the areas closer to Bingara.  Car-sharing was the order of 

the day and local knowledgeable, volunteer guides led the groups of four to six cars as we travelled to our 

destinations.  Due to the drought, the countryside was fairly dry and brown, compared with that on the 

coast, but the birds were still there.  All sightings were recorded and lively discussions on what we had 

seen, or might have seen, were had at the morning tea and lunch stops.  These were also good times to 

get to know people from other BirdLife groups and to catch up with friends. 

 

Having been greeted, the first evening at the campground, by the song and sight of an English Blackbird, it 

was good to see some of the �locals� the next day.  We were on the Bingara South � to Barabba and 

beyond trip and, for us, the Little Lorikeets were a first.  At our lunch stop several of the group were lucky 

enough to enjoy watching a Diamond Firetail busily building a nest.  Some of the day was devoted to a 

hunt for the Regent Honeyeater, visiting likely spots and searching for feed trees, to no avail, but we were 

cheered by a sighting of a small flock of Turquoise Parrots as we returned to camp.  That evening, after a 

very interesting talk about the historical Roxy Cinema which dates back to 1936, stories were swapped of 

the highlights of the different outings as we enjoyed an Italian �Banquet� in the Roxy Restaurant. 

 

The next day dawned clear, but not quite so cold, and we were taken to a site, not just interesting for its 

birdlife, but memorable for the monument to the victims of the infamous Myall Creek Massacre, which 

occurred nearby in 1838.  Around this area we saw White-browed Woodswallows, Double-barred and 

Plum-headed Finches and the crowd favourite, the Superb Fairy-wren, amongst others.  We moved on 

and at our lunch stop saw the tiny Weebill, 

Apostlebirds, Nankeen Kestrel, Speckled 

Warbler, Varied Sittella and many others.  The 

afternoon found us heading back to Bingara 

for a quick visit to the Cemetery where we saw 

Blue Bonnets and more Turquoise Parrots, then 

it was off to, hopefully, see a Spotted Bowerbird.  

 

 

 

 



 The Bower was well situated for viewing,  and was decorated with alfoil, dry, white bones and roofing 

nails �borrowed� from somewhere nearby!  After a lengthy wait, we were rewarded when the male 

Spotted Bowerbird came to inspect his work of art and lingered long enough for us all to get good 

sightings of him.  No female appeared while we were there, but we hope his artistic efforts were 

successful in the end.   

 

The total number of species seen during the campout was 164 and though sightings of some birds usually 

seen in the area were down, and �red� Robins and the Regent Honeyeater were not seen at all, four 

species were recorded that were outside their normal range, so the overall list was rated as �impressive�. 

 

Most people headed for home the next day, but we stayed one more day which we mostly spent at the 

nearby Copeton Dam where we enjoyed sitting by the water and being entertained by Musk Parrots 

feeding in the trees above us and peering inquisitively down at us.  We now have two BirdLife Campouts 

�under our belts� and very enjoyable they were.  It�s good to add to our knowledge by visiting other areas 

of Australia with some different birds and local guides to help us find them, and to meet other BirdLife 

Members from various parts of the country in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 

 

Campouts 2014 
Keep Your Calendar Open:  BirdLife Northern NSW is organizing an Autumn Campout at Dubbo April 4-6.  

Look for registration details soon.  This will be followed by a Spring Campout at Iluka in October.   

 

Outings in 2014. 
The Outings & Events Calendar will now be distributed to members from the BirdLife National Office.  

Outing sites can be suggested by members and attempts will be made to vary the locations within the 

Northern Rivers area, depending on tides and weather.  Venues planned for 2014 will range from 

Tallebudgera to Tullera and will include public parks, private property, sewage treatment plants and a 

Buddhist retreat. 

 

If bad weather threatens an outing,  a decision as to whether or not to cancel will be based on weather 

predictions on the BOM web site.  Any cancellation  will be emailed by 7.30pm the previous evening to 

those whose email address is known.  If in doubt phone Convenor Linda Brannian on 0409 833 888 or 

Helen Manning on 0428 151 865. 

 

 

 

 

Where have they all gone? (Boobook).  Lyn Ellison. 

Peoples' Choice Award, Caldera Art 2013 

 

 

 



Outings & Events Calendar February to May, 2014 

 
Starting time 7.30am (NSW time) for all outings 

 

 
February 9: Schuster Park, Heather St, Tallebudgera. 

Take Exit 89 from the Pacific Motorway and continue to traffic lights; turn right into Tallebudgera Creek 
Rd then left into Heather St.  Park in parking area. 
 

March 9: Wader sites at Ballina. 

Low tide is at 10am, with a high tide at 4 pm.  We will meet at Lake Chickiba first, then visit Flat Rock, then 
possibly other sites along the Richmond River and North Creek.  Lake Chickiba is on Angels Beach Drive; 
park between the lake foreshore and the road. 
 

April 4 - 6 BirdLife Northern NSW Autumn Campout, Dubbo. 

 

April 13: Bodhi Tree Forest Monastery & Retreat Centre, 78 Bentley Rd, Tullera, via Lismore  

The Centre is best accessed from Lismore.  Bentley Rd turns to the west from Dunoon Rd at Tullera, to the 
north of Lismore.  The Centre's web site http://www.buddhanet.net/bodhi-tree/   contains a 
comprehensive map showing access from all directions, and also contains a map of the property. The 
turning into Bhodi Tree is immediately after the little causeway/creek crossing mentioned in the 
directions, and there is a carved wooden sign saying Bodhi Tree Retreat and another with  No. 78 on it.  
The Centre relies on donations and volunteer labour, so donations will be appreciated. 
 
 

 

 

 

Cancellation of outings due to forecast bad weather will be advised by email by 7.30pm 

the evening previous to the outing.  If in doubt, please call Helen Manning on 0428 151 865 

or Linda Brannian on 0409 833 888 

 

 


