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Outings Report 

See the TBO website (www.tweedbirdobservers.wordpress.com) for a list of species seen 
at each outing, together with the totals.  The following is a summary: 
 
 July: Mt Nardi, Nightcap National Park - 21 species 
 August: Jo Green's property, Commissioners Ck - 40 species 
 September: former Kingscliff water treatment plant at Chinderah - 61 species 
 October: Mebbin National Park - 45 species 
 November: Eagleby wetlands  - 80 species 
 December: Fernvale/Minnows Road, Murwillumbah - 65 species,  
 
The old Kingscliff Water Treatment Plant at Chinderah has been a very productive birding 
spot for some years, but the public land has now been fenced off for revegetation.  
However the new Waste Water Treatment Plant at Altona Road, Chinderah, has been 
found by the Thursday birding group to offer good birding opportunities outside the 
perimeter fencing. 
 

 

Survey Reports   

(by Faye Hill) 

Eastern Ospreys 

Tweed Osprey Group monitored 20 active Eastern Osprey nest sites in the Tweed this 
year. 15 pairs produced a definite total of 21 chicks, of which 15 definitely fledged.  
 
Ospreys don’t always breed every year, but some sites produce exceptional results. 
The Maritime Museum nest along Kennedy Drive took out the champion breeders award by 
successfully rearing offspring for the 15th year in a row, an amazing achievement.  
 
Last year an adult from the Boyds Bay Bridge nest died from fishing line injuries, and the 
remaining female did not find a replacement mate this year. Sadly the female adult from 
the Kingscliff Coast Guard tower also met a similar fate this year. Fishing line is showing up 
as one of the most significant threats to Ospreys in the Tweed. 
 
The whereabouts of the Clothiers Creek Road nest became a complete mystery when the 
entire family disappeared from the site in mid October. Three chicks hatched but we do not 
know how many fledged. Perhaps they moved to a more peaceful site once the chicks 
could fly as this is a very busy place for several species of roosting birds. 
 

Nests Requiring New Monitors 
Tweed Osprey Group was saddened last year by the loss of Olga Vidler, and this year by 
the death of Elizabeth Allan. Olga and Elizabeth were both great advocates for the 



conservation of Eastern Ospreys and spent decades observing nesting pairs in the Tweed. 
Their observations and contributions to our yearly monitoring effort were always invaluable, 
and have been hugely missed this season. 
 
Olga and Elizabeth monitored several sites: 
 

 T27 Sand Bypass Jetty - Kevin Filer, Manager of the Tweed River Entrance Sand 
Bypassing Project, has kindly offered to keep an eye on this site, but anyone else is 
welcome to also watch it. 

 

 T37 Fingal School  - Josh Slabb (NPWS) has offered to keep an eye on this site as it 
is near his home 

 

 T3 Chinderah Tower and T25 BP Chinderah  - new people required to monitor these. 
 

Three active nests were added to our list this year and require monitors next season: 
 

 T39 Cobaki Village located on a power pole across the creek from the Cobaki Village 
may be the pair lost from T10 Sandy Lane in the Cobaki Lakes Estate. One chick 
was observed in the nest early in the season but the nest was not subsequently 
monitored. 

 

 T40 and T41 in the Cobaki Broadwater were added to the NPWS Wildlife Atlas and 
to our list this season, but were not monitored. One was the nest found late in the 
season last year. 

 
More Osprey monitors are needed!! If you are interested in monitoring Osprey nests in the 
Tweed please contact Faye: 026677 9095 or at fayelillian@hotmail.com.  Monitoring 
Osprey nests is easy and rewarding; you can watch as often or as seldom as you like as 
long as you can report the outcomes at the nest at the end of the breeding season. 
 

Rufous Scrub-birds 

Rufous Scrub-birds were a key species in the nomination of the Scenic Rim as an 
Important Bird Area by Birds Australia. Tweed Bird Observers has undertaken to monitor 
the species in the Border Ranges by locating breeding territories by call and determining 
their stability across years. 
 

A trusty team of 8 TBO members undertook surveys over two weekends, one in September 
and one in October. They recorded the locations of calling Rufous Scrub-birds along the 
Brindle Creek and Booyong walking tracks and along part of Sheepstation Creek Road. 
This was the second year the surveys were done, and results show that at least 6 
permanent Rufous Scrub-bird territories have persisted over the two years. Another 6 
territories were found, either this year or last year, but not in both years. Further surveys 
could well have established that some of these territories may have been stable across 
both years. Results were submitted to the NPWS and to Birds Australia. 
 

TBO members are welcome to join in on these surveys in future years! 
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Albert’s Lyrebird 

Our surveys for Albert’s Lyrebirds were completely unsuccessful this year as we really did 
them a bit late in the season. But it was still lovely to be in the Mt Jerusalem and Wollumbin  
National Parks!  

. 
 

Volunteers update 

Thanks to Laurel Allsopp and George Andrews for undertaking monthly Landcare surveys, 
a commitment which has lasted eight years! 
 
Laurel also wishes to thank Faye, Kathy, Linda, Colleen, Matthew, David and Rob for their 
help with monthly wader counts.  A great result from this activity has been sightings of 
possibly another Beach Stone Curlew in the area. 
 
As you can see from the Osprey and Rufous Scrubbird Survey reports above, more 
volunteers would be greatly welcomed to assist in these activities.  They are another 
opportunity to get out into our beautiful environment at the same time contributing to 
scientific knowledge about these species – most enjoyable activities!  If you would like to 
be part of either or both of these surveys, please talk to Faye Hill at one of our outings, or 
contact her directly. 
 
This year our outings procedure changed slightly in that the job of listing the species seen 
will rotate amongst members.  Thanks to Laurel for doing this task unasked for many 
years, but it is about time others had a turn.  At the beginning of each outing a volunteer 
will be called for to do this list, but if no-one puts their hand up take note: someone will be 
‘volunteered’ regardless, usually someone who has not done it before, so the sooner you 
volunteer the longer the time until your time comes around again.  Being without notebook 
or pen will not be an acceptable excuse as these will magically appear!  After the outing, 
the 'lister' is to type up the list, paste a copy in the 'Outings Book'  and then email it to Linda 
who will put it on the website.  The 'Outings Book' should then be brought to the next outing 
where it can be handed on to the next person to make the list. 
 

 

 
 

'Magpie II'  Roslyn Swadling.  Acrylic 



Common (Indian) Mynas   

(by Helen Manning) 

Common Mynas have been infrequent visitors to my locality in the past two years, probably 
searching for nesting opportunities in some of the large eucalypts near my property, but 
have previously been chased off by Noisy Miners.  In late October I was horrified to hear 
Common Mynas calling from the large eucalypts next door, and then saw several feeding 
in flowering Silky Oaks in my garden.  Their calling and feeding became regular over some 
days, so I contacted Council's Invasive Species Officer, Pamela Grey, to obtain a trap.  The 
Mynas were not feeding on the ground so Pamela recommended the use of decoy Mynas 
in the trap, which by their calling would attract their free-flying relatives to investigate and 
discover a trail of Myna food leading them into the trap. 
 
The PeeGee Common Myna trap was duly supplied, along with a small cage containing 3 
live Mynas.  These decoy birds proved to be quite easy to look after: they happily popped 
into the larger trap to start their decoy work,  with enough food and water they could be left 
alone all day and in the evening a quick hosing cleaned the cage and gave them a cooling 
shower.  Within two days they had attracted an additional Myna  into the trap, followed 
shortly by another two.  Then trouble struck! 
 
This  was in the shape of two Brush Turkeys which regularly patrol the property: they 
discovered that the trap meant FOOD, being the pellets which must be scattered around 
the trap to lead the Mynas into it.  They started to search out the trap, and eat not only the 
food around it but excavated under it as well. If the trap hadn't been pegged to the ground 
it would have been overturned!   Despite a change of location and timing each day for trap 
placement, those turkeys would find it and polish off all the food. 
 
Finally the turkeys won and I gave up. Although the caged Mynas calling would attract 
others, without a food trail leading into the trap the newcomers had no reason to enter it. 
The outcome was that the original three decoy Mynas, plus the three trapped ones, have 
gone to the big roost in the sky, courtesy of King St Vets. 
 

So the message I want to give is that trapping of Common Mynas is very effective with 
decoy birds UNLESS you are plagued by Brush Turkeys.  The Council's website count 
shows that around 4500 have been destroyed in the Tweed/Byron area (see 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/ your environment/indian myna control).   The Canberra Indian Myna 
Action Group has had considerable success, disposing of almost 38,000 Mynas over 5 
years, with some suburbs now free of them and native birds becoming more frequent.  The 
CIMAG web site is recommended for further information (www.indianmynaaction.org.au) 
 

 

 
'Have tea with the Brush Turkeys'  Susanne Walden, felted wool. 



Juvenile Brown Goshawk steals domestic Guinea Fowl 

Scarlet Honeyeater on Callistemon 

Birds in our garden  

 (by Pippa Smith) 
Our 25 acre property is perched along the Condong Ridge, a few kilometres East of Murwillumbah.  
Neighboured by banana and cattle farms, it has a commanding outlook in all directions; to the ocean in the 
East; across the ever-changing palette of cane fields to the majestic escarpment of the caldera walls and 
Wollumbin in the West; North to the sweep of the river at Tumbulgum and hills beyond; and South towards 
the Mooball State Forest.  According to local legend, in bygone days, a horse-drawn plough was used to till 
the steep terrain for planting, with fatal consequences for at least one unfortunate beast when it lost its 
footing! 

This location puts us on the flight path for many avians (and 
sometimes aviators).  Some are resident, some are seasonal, 
some are just passing through.  They come seeking sources of 
water for bathing and drinking, so ponds, birdbaths, and 
dams are essential. Food can be in the form of nectar, fruit, 
seeds and insects under bark, in leaf litter, in spider webs and 
on your plants.  As scavengers, they may be after your pet’s 
food or appealing morsels in your compost heap.  As 
illustrated, raptors will be after prey.  Your garden will also 
provide shelter and breeding sites, which we traditionally 
think of as being constructed in trees, but can also be in 
hollow logs (parrots, owlet nightjars), in burrows in mud  
banks (pardalotes, rainbow bee-eaters), in disused native beehives (kingfishers), on open grass (lapwings), in 
tall grass (wrens, finches, manikins).  You need to think of your garden in the broader context of your local 
environment as well -what your neighbours have growing or not growing will also influence which species of 
birds visit you. 
 
Feeding birds is not recommended, not only because of the risk of a developing dependency, or the chance 
that it may interfere with the bird’s naturally finely- tuned ‘balanced’ diet, but also because of the spread of 
disease through contaminated birdfeeders.   
 
At times, we are treated to a spectacular view – from above - of soaring Wedgetailed Eagles, Brahminy Kites, 
goshawks or other raptors as they circle our hill, riding the thermal air currents, or sighting prey.  Families of 
Yellow-tailed black cockatoos pass regularly, morning and evening, on their daily trek between feeding and 
roosting haunts, occasionally stopping to drink in our ponds, chew the bark on decrepit acacias, or feast on 
pinecones.  Our adjacent woodland , infested as it is with weeds like lantana, camphor laurel, solanum and a 
myriad of ‘nasty’ vines provides a refuge for endemic species.  Tobacco bushes (solanum) are a particular 
favourite of King Parrots and Cuckoo Doves.  Superb and Red-backed Fairy Wrens, Tawny Grassbirds, Red-
browed finches, Chestnut-breasted Mannikins and Quails inhabit the densely grassed slopes, particularly 
visible when the tall seed heads ripen.  The camphors are a regular roost for Top Knot Pigeons which arrive in 
their hundreds each Autumn. Even our accursed avenues of towering pines seem to keep many Wonga, 
White-headed, and Crested Pigeons and other Doves engrossed, also providing them with nesting sites.  
Honeyeaters impersonate Hummingbirds as they feed from exotic Kalanchoe flower spikes, and capitalize on 
Bromeliads in bloom. 
However, since we have set about establishing a (mainly) native garden, featuring many flowering varieties, 

the populations of Eastern Whipbirds, Pheasant Coucals, Cuckoos, Brush Turkeys, Pied and Grey 

Butcherbirds, Magpies, Kookaburras, Spangled Drongos and large honeyeaters have been hugely augmented 

by a host of others.  We have deliberately included many finer foliaged, smaller flowered Grevillea, 

Callistemon, Leptospermum and Melaleuca species to 

attract smaller birds, with the result that the squadrons of 

Lewin’s and Blue-faced Honeyeaters, Noisy 

Friarbirds & Noisy Miners now have to share the garden with 



the smaller Scarlet , Brown and Fuscous honeyeaters and exquisite Eastern Spinebills.  The showier blossoms 

can be monopolized by the larger, more aggressive varieties. Other frequently seen insect eaters (many 

honeyeaters eat insects as well) are Grey Fantails, Grey Shrike-thrushes, gorgeous Golden and Rufous 

Whistlers, Robins, Weebills & Thornbills, swarming Silvereyes, cheeky Willie Wagtails, Restless and Leaden 

Flycatchers.  When the Grass tree (xanthorrhoea) spikes start to flower in early Spring, they are magnets to a 

host of insect and honey eating varieties of birds.  Our rainforest plantings, in particular the Polyscias (Celery 

Wood) in flower and fruit attract, amongst others, Olive-backed Orioles, gentle long tailed Brown Cuckoo 

doves, and red-eyed Figbirds. Scaly-breasted and Rainbow Lorikeets and Eastern Rosellas flock to the 

Eucalypts when they are in flower, so we plan to plant more of these.  

We quickly learnt that listening is the key to successful bird watching.  The better you recognize the 

characteristic calls of birds in your garden, the more likely you are to be able to see them.  When you are 

familiar with your ‘resident’ birds, you are also more likely to notice the ‘different’ calls of new arrivals.  

Eventually, you will start to recognize characteristic shapes, flight patterns and behaviours and you will ‘see’ 

many more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'The Boys - Chestnut-breasted Mannikins'.  Sandra Temple, mixed media 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brunswick Valley Bird Watchers 

(report from Wendy McFadden) 

The BVBW is a group interested in atlassing of birds on  fortnightly Wednesday outings in 
the Brunswick and Richmond Rivers areas.  Members of BVBW have enjoyed sharing 
outings, campouts and Rufous Scrub Bird surveys with TBO. 
  
Laurel and Betty from TBO combined with BVBW at Inverell in April this year fort a Birding 
Camp organised by June Harris with the help of local birders Janet and Bert Makepeace.  
Participants saw 112 species, the highlights being Plum-headed Finches, Turquoise 
Parrots, Diamond Firetails, Red-winged Parrots, Speckled Warblers, Singing Bushlark and 
Hooded Robins.  Alas, no promised Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens!  A return visit is needed 
to Goonoowiggle Nature Reserve at Inverell in spring/summer when these elusive 
scrubwren-type skulkers raise their profile and sing.  TBO member Betty Hall was the 
winner of the guessing competition for total species seen during the camp. 
 

‘Aussie Birds from east to west’ was the title of a presentation by June & Norm Harris at 
U3A Lismore in June.  Birds featured were from tours to Norfolk Island (as far east as 
Aussie birds can be seen) to the south-west of WA, including a pelagic trip into the 
Southern Ocean.  Birds on the current Australian Taxonomic List as far west as you can go 
are found on Christmas Island and Cocos Island group.  A birding trip there is underway 
and a report is eagerly awaited. 
 
 
Byron Bird Buddies (BBB) is a Byron Shire focussed bird group involved in bird 
conservation, education and monitoring.  The group is a location group of Brunswick Valley 
Landcare.  Its main projects are: 

 Bird monitoring and reporting on two sewage treatment sites at West Byron and 
Vallances Road within Byron Shire.  BBB thanks TBO members for their assistance 
in monitoring these two sites and also for forwarding observations recorded on TBO 
outings. 

 BBB is also involved in shorebird monitoring for the Birds Australia Shorebird 2020 
project; TBO members also assist with these counts. 

 BBB commenced a pilot community education program in four schools this year.  The 
‘Wild About Birds’ program has been well received and is planned to extend north 
and south next year into a couple of schools in Tweed and Ballina Shires. 

 BBB also has given a number of presentations to community groups on both 
migrating bush and shorebirds and presented ‘Bush Birds that Migrate’ at the Big 
Scrub Day in September at Rocky Creek Dam.  These presentations are also 
offered to other groups in the Northern Rivers; all that is required is a venue with 
power (could be a private house). 

 A highlight of the year was the successful birth and fledging of a Beach Stone Curlew 
at Brunswick Heads, requiring a joint BBB, BVBW and NPWS baby-sitting team for 
four months.  In February this chick was flagged A1 and in June was seen at 
Hastings Point. 

 
Thanks to Jan Olley for the above information on Byron Bird Buddies. 
 
 
 
 

(Thanks also to Caldera Art for images from the Caldera Artfest 2011) 

 
 


