
 
 
 
 
 
  
Hello Everyone, welcome to the December newsletter outlining our activities for the second 

half of 2009, and inviting you all to participate in any and all our activities in 2010. 
 
Tweed Bird Observers welcomes several new members to our merry group and wish you all 
many happy hours birding with us. 
 
We have a new Treasurer, Kathy Wilk, who took over from Blair Slight. Many thanks to Blair for 
her much appreciated work as Treasurer, and our thanks and best wishes to Kathy in her new role.  
 
Outings 
The June outing to the West Byron Wetlands topped the list for the last six months with 71 
species identified!  This is always a great spot to view some of the more elusive wetland species. 
 
Our outing to Booyung Nature Reserve in July was freezing! So cold we couldn�t venture into 
the forest until the sun had been shining for quite a while, so we birded the road and had a picnic 
complete with entertainment from a hot-air balloon landing in the paddock. Next time we will go 
in the warmer months. This time we saw 51 species, including great sightings of a Little Eagle. 
 
In August, Eddie Roberts again opened his lovely Uki property up for us. The group identified 41 
species amongst Eddie�s wonderful natural bush and regeneration areas.  
 
Crams Farm in September was a hit as usual with 53 species observed. Let�s hope the current 
toxic algal bloom hasn�t adversely affecting the waterbirds.  
 
Our outing to Wooyung in October was a treat, especially the hospitality of our hosts Chris and 
Kath Cherry who provided a morning tea that was so good the recipe for Chris�s cake is included 
by popular request in this newsletter! Many thanks for a lovely morning. Our walk along the 
foreshore and around the camping ground yielded 44 species.  
 
In November we visited Letitia Spit and despite the area having been recently burnt saw 49 
species, including a pair of beautiful Beach Stone Curlews, Eastern Reef Egret (dark morph). 
Pacific Golden Plover, and Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoo. The sandflies were hungry, but we had 
a lovely morning followed by our morning tea and meeting at the picnic tables beside the river at 
Fingal. 
 
December will see us at our Springbrook Christmas outing. Hopefully it will be a little cooler in 
the high country! 
 
 
Tweed Bird Observers in the Community 
TBO has continued in our community education role by having a presence at the World 
Environment Day celebration in Murwillumbah in June. We set up a table with our brochures and 
brilliant posters created by our very talented secretary Linda. The posters introduce Tweed Bird 
Observers and outline what we do and encourage people to join us. Faye and Ian chatted to many 
people about birds in the Tweed, and some people were inspired to join the group. 
 
Linda also created a beautiful poster for the September 7th Threatened Species Day. It highlights 
some of the species threatened in the Tweed and how we can help in their recovery. Many thanks 
for Linda for her work on these posters, and for creating our new membership brochure. 

NEWSLETTER -- DECEMBER 2009 



 
These great materials were displayed at the Seniors Expo in September, and at the Caldera 
Artfest held in the Murwillumbah Civic Centre in early October. This event showcased many of 
the fantastic wildlife artists living and working in the Tweed and promoted regional biodiversity 
values and natural resource sustainability. The event was created by TBO member Andy Reimanis 
with help from Helen Manning, and we congratulate them on its great success. 
 
Our �Expert�!! members again shared their expertise with the public during the Tweed River 
Festival walks. They saw 51 species at Terranora Broadwater and 35 at Philp Parade, and had a 
great time.  
 
Landcare surveys have continued with Laurel and George dedicated on a monthly basis to 
surveying Bilambil Sports Ground and Fingal Head. We greatly appreciate and thank them for 
their efforts, as I am sure Landcare does. Others are very welcome to contact Laurel and join these 
surveys.  
 
Tweed Bird Observers have recently been invited to contribute to a chapter on birds in a book 
being produced by Michael DeGood and Chris Ellis titled �Understanding the Life of the Tweed 
Coast�. More will be known about our possible involvement in this project early in 2010 - stay 
tuned! 
 
 
Working to Conserve the Birds  
Shorebird monitoring in the Tweed Estuary and Terranora Broadwater 
 The Beach Stone Curlews at Letitia Spit have been seen fairly regularly by the little band of TBO 
shorebird-counters on their monthly surveys of Tweed River Entrance. With the migratory waders 
arriving now for their summer sojourn, the counting will become even more interesting, and TBO 
members are encouraged to come along and learn to identify shorebirds along the river and in the 
Terranora Broadwater. We all resort to the field guides and have to speculate sometimes on what 
that elusive wader could be, so don�t feel intimidated! Helping in shorebird counts is a very 
practical and worthwhile way we can assist in their conservation, both nationally and at a local 
level. Please contact Laurel if you are interested. 
 
Eastern Ospreys  
Ospreys have worldwide distribution, but in 2008 Christidis and Boles recognised the sub-species 
found in our region as a full species � The Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus. In NSW, the Eastern 
Osprey is listed as Vulnerable to extinction, with only 2 nests in the State reported in 1977. This 
figure had risen to 143 in 2006 when the last survey was done.  
 
The TBO sub-group, the Tweed Osprey Group has assisted this recovery since the early 1990�s 
by locating and monitoring the nests in the Tweed. Country Energy has collaborated with NPWS 
to provide artificial nesting structures to supplement the declining availability of natural nest sites. 
This season Tweed Osprey Group monitored all 27 breeding sites known about between Tweed 
Heads and Brunswick Heads. Of the 22 active sites, 11 successful breeding attempts produced 19 
chicks. This was a far better season than last year with 8 sets of twin chicks, and 3 single chicks�. 
compared with only 6 chicks last year! Four chicks were banded, which was a very exciting event 
involving co-operation between Greg Clancy as the licensed bander, NPWS, and Country Energy 
who supplied the personnel and cherry picker to access the nests.  
 
Glossy Black-Cockatoos 
Pippa Smith is our representative with the Glossy Black-Cockatoo Conservancy, and her report 
follows: 
  
The enthusiasm & access to resources of the participants in the GBCC is impressive, and, as 
comparative newcomers to the world of the GBC, Ben & I have gleaned a great deal of helpful 



information about GBC�s and their environment. We attended a meeting officially chaired by 
Jason Searle (Gold Coast council), although the floor was held more often than not by Liz Gould 
(SEQ Catchment Authority). 
 
Liz is involved with the administration of Envirofund, a project which prepared an Education 
Resource Kit for schools tailored to be presented at a variety of levels, both Primary and 
Secondary.  The simplicity of the format makes it a useful resource for Bird Observers generally (I 
can email the kit contents to anyone who is interested.) Envirofund initially targeted 25 Schools in 
SEQ.  Implementation of the project required a participating school to undertake to plant 50 
Casuarina trees donated with the kit. (Often accomplished in conjunction with another group, eg 
Landcare) There are a few kits remaining and I discussed with Liz and suggested to Linda that 
TBO might be able to find somewhere local for these. Funding expires in a couple of months, so it 
needs to be done quickly. 
In August, Linda passed a GBC kit to her son�s science teacher, who teaches in several rural 
primary schools, and lives at Koala Estate (Pottsville), the best known GBC habitat in the Tweed.  
We have had feedback from Liz Gould that he has followed through by using the kit at Crabbes 
Creek Public School. 
 
A Survey of Glossy Blacks is planned for October 2010, and Mark Kingston from TSC asked if 
TBO would consider coordinating this survey in the Tweed in 2010. I apologize in advance to our 
members for tentatively agreeing to the suggestion that TBO coordinate the next GBC survey day 
- but - not until October 2010. A Tweed training workshop TBA beforehand. This would involve 
Byron Shire as well, which was also represented at this meeting. 
 
Since that meeting, a new Logo has been designed and a new flyer planned for the GBCC.  
Presumably, these will be distributed at the December meeting. 
I was away for the October meeting, and have not yet received any minutes. The next meeting is to 
take the form of a 2-day residential workshop for Partners of the Conservancy to be held at Mt 
Barney Lodge in Qld at the beginning of December. I am sure they will enjoy themselves! 
Pippa Smith 
 
Research  
Laurel and Kathy have continued to help TBO member Michelle Plant with her PhD research into 
feeding of wild birds. Michelle�s fieldwork is finished and we wish her every success with the next 
phase of her work, and congratulate her on her commitment to developing feeding practices that 
are safe for both the birds and the people involved in this activity. 
 
 
Snippets 
TBO Website -  www.bigvolcano.com.au/custom/birdos 
Thanks to Jo-Ann and David Palmer for their work on the Tweed Bird Observers website. The 
website focuses on a variety of our activities, both current and historical, with our latest Calendar 
of Events available soon, along with some recent Osprey news and photos. 
 
Members on the move 
Members of the group have been on the move again over the past few months, particularly those 
who joined the Brunswick Valley group campout at Baradine, and then travelled on to Lightning 
Ridge for more interesting adventures. 
Faye travelled to the Bush Heritage reserves Ethabuka and Cravens Peak in the Simpson Desert to 
help a PhD student with her work on goannas. Sadly the area had missed out on the rain earlier in 
the year and birds were few, but there were still some great sightings of Rufous-crowned Emu-
wrens. 
 

http://www.bigvolcano.com.au/custom/birdos


 
Noisy Miners 
Adapted from June 08 Backyard Buddies online newsletter.  
http://fnpw.org.au/Backyard_Buddies/B-mail_June_08.html 
 
Do you have too many Noisy Miners bullying your native birds? Noisy Miners benefit 
from the Open Woodland type habitats that many suburban areas provide - large trees with 
open structures and no understorey. The presence of understorey is thought to discourage 
them, and research shows that a certain type of understorey might hold the key - bipinnate 
wattles (ie wattles with �feathery� leaves). Noisy Miners (and Indian Mynas) apparently 
prefer sites with no bipinnate wattles as understorey.  
The presence of bipinnate wattles provides small birds with both food and a dense 
structure in which to hide. For small areas it is recommended to mix at least 15% of 
bipinnate wattles with other understorey species and grasses as a practical way to 
discourage Noisy Miners.  
 
Birds in Backyards website � www.birdsinbackyards.net/spaces/Guidelines.cfm 
Members are reminded of this great resource providing excellent advise on how to 
improve habitat for birds in our own backyards and beyond, plus lots more. 
 
Australasian Ornithological Conference � Armidale 
Recently I attended this conference hosted by Birds Australia (Northern NSW) to learn about 
current research and management as it relates to the study and conservation of birds. It was a 
fabulous 4 days which highlighted the decline of birds in Australia and beyond, particularly 
woodland birds, shorebirds, and seabirds, and the work being done to document and address this 
issue. The day of field excursions was a delightful and productive diversion, and the opportunity to 
meet a wide range of people dedicated to the welfare of birds was unparalleled. I highly 
recommend attending such forums to anyone interested.   Faye 
 
Birds Australia Twitchathon 
In November TBO members Kathy & Peter Wilk, Steve McBride, and June Harris took part in the 
BA Twitchathon as the� Spotless Cranks� team. They managed to identify 190 species in 24 hours 
� a phenomenal effort covering 544kms with only a couple of hours of sleep along the way. 
Congratulations team!! TBO sponsored their effort with $50, which will go towards monitoring of 
Important Bird Areas in NSW.  
 
BOCA Twitchathon 
Many TBO members took part in this annual twitch event on 6 December, only to realise just how 
hard it is to follow the rules! Nevertheless, it looks like we are well on the way to winning in NSW 
again this year with 204 species already submitted to Peter and Kathy for collation. Thanks to 
everyone for participating, and to Peter and Kathy for organising this event. Go TBO!! 
 

German Nut Cake - best cake ever!! 

 
Ingredients: 
300g butter  200g plain flour 
275g sugar   5 tsp baking powder 
5 eggs   1tsp vanilla 
1 cup walnuts                  75g coconut 
100g almond meal (can substitute any flour eg hazelnut) 

 
Simply mix all wet ingredients, then add all dry ingredients and mix for 1 minute. Bake at 
175C for 1 hour, and enjoy it on your next TBO outing! 

http://fnpw.org.au/Backyard_Buddies/B-mail_June_08.html
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