
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outings: 
In June we visited Carolyn Rifello�s lovely property near Uki where we recorded 45 species taking 
advantage of the extensive bush regeneration efforts there. It makes is all worth it when Satin 
Bowerbird, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, White-throated Gerygone and Wompoo Pigeon can be seen. Many 
thanks to Carolyn for her wonderful hospitality. 
 
In July TBO visited the Ocean Shores Sewage Treatment Plant with Ian Parer as tour leader around 
this lovely area adjoining the Brunswick River.  49 species were recorded including Fan-tailed Cuckoo, 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Australian Reed-Warbler, and Golden Whistlers. Thanks Ian. 
 
August was our visit to Coombabah Lakes Conservation Area. Despite Faye�s terrible directions 
people found the spot and enjoyed a wonderful morning wandering in this large and diverse reserve. 
We witnessed a koala release from the overnight care of local wildlife carers, and rankled hard and 
long over a Frogmouth, finally deciding it was a Tawny and not a hoped-for Marbled. Many thanks to 
Rod Bloss for giving an impromptu talk on identification of GBC�s after our meeting. 58 species 
including Red-backed & Variegated Fairy-wrens, Leaden Flycatcher, Mangrove Gerygone and Collared 
Sparrowhawk 
 
Our campout at Rummery Park in the Nightcap National Park in September was the first of our 
efforts to monitor the birds of the Nightcap IBA. 21 people enjoyed the weekend, some as campers 
and others as day visitors. We covered 5 different areas of the park recording a total of 60 species. 
Highlights were breeding Peregrine Falcons at Minyon Falls interacting with Grey Goshawks. All the 
key species for the Nightcap IBA were recorded including Alberts Lyrebird, Green Catbird, Paradise 
Riflebird, Pale-yellow Robin, Australian Logrunner, and Regent Bowerbird. Ticks were a problem but 
everyone still had a great time. 
 
Wet weather in October resulted in our outing to Hastings Point being cancelled. 
 
November weather was beautiful for our visit to TBO member Adrian Caneris�s property at Mebbin 
Springs. We were delighted with the opportunity to see this beautiful area and to enjoy Adrian�s 
snippets of information about all things ecological. We found the first Spectacled Monarch seen on his 
property and recorded a total of 54 species. Thanks to Adrian and Julie for their hospitality. 
 

**************************************************** 
 

TBO has been very active since the last newsletter with a range of activities and community occasions 
which highlighted TBO activities and expertise:- 
 
In May TBO commented on the draft plan of management for the Cook Island Nature Reserve. 
 
June was a busy month.  David & Jo-ann Palmer, Doug Davidson, Linda Brannian and Helen Manning 
hosted the TBO booth at the World Environment Day celebration held in Murwillumbah. Later in the 
month several TBO members joined Tweed Landcare at Bimbadeen Avenue, Banora Point to identify 
birds at the bush regeneration project along the Tweed River there.  
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Colleen Carnes hosted the TBO table at the Kingscliff TAFE Sustainability and Lifestyle Expo.  
 
Our display was also included in the Caldera Artfest in Murwillumbah during October. This event is 
organised annually by TBO members Andy Reimanis and Helen Manning and gives well-earned 
exposure to our talented local artists.  Artworks feature Tweed landscapes, wildlife, and habitats, 
and raise awareness of our unique and biodiverse piece of Paradise .  
 
David Palmer researched and sourced an excellent electronic photo frame which is used during our 
public displays.  It compliments other TBO display materials that have been created and resourced 
by Linda Brannian. She has done a fantastic job of putting together colourful posters featuring 
TBO activities and bird photos taken by our members. She has also created an excellent PowerPoint 
presentation featuring all of our activities. Linda gave an inspiring presentation to a large audience 
at the Tweed Catchment Catchup event held during the Tweed River Festival at the Sustainable 
Living Centre in October. Many in the audience were impressed to learn of our many activities and 
high standard of professionalism. 
 
During the Tweed River Festival several TBO members joined Jane Lofthouse from the Tweed 
Shire Council on walks along Terranora Broadwater and Philp Parade, pointing out birds and raising 
awareness of bird diversity. 
 
Many thanks to all who have assisted in development and hosting of our various displays and 
participated in community events. It all helps to raise the profile of birds amongst community 
members, and of course, the profile of Tweed Bird Observers! 
 

************************************************** 
 

Tweed Bird Observers is more than just a monthly outing once a month to a range of destinations 
within and beyond the Tweed, and a weekly Thursday outings in the Tweed Heads area. Members 
are all invited to participate in several other opportunities to enjoy and learn about birds:- 
 
Waders 
Monthly wader counts occur along the Tweed Estuary and Terranora Broadwater. A small team of 
TBO members count waders and other shorebirds every month with their scopes. Tweed Estuary 
ranks highly amongst important wader sites in NSW. If you are interested in learning more about 
waders take a look at the Queensland Wader Study Group website at www.waders.org.au. Laurel has 
the awesome task of organising surveys to coincide with good low tides, and with recording and 
reporting all the species counts.  She would like to thank the 'team':  Kathy, Rob, Faye, Matt, David, 
Colleen, Linda and apologises for subjecting them to all sorts of weather 'experiences' during the 
year. We would like to thank her for keeping it all happening!  Contact Laurel: 0755 909 254 

 
During September Faye and Linda represented the wader survey group by attending the first 
Northern Rivers Regional Shorebird Meeting, hosted by the Alstonville office of NPWS. 
Representatives from many groups interested in shorebirds attended, each providing a brief outline 
of their particular activities and concerns. The meeting identified a range of actions that could be 
achieved as a group and commenced work on an Action Plan to co-ordinate efforts towards better 
shorebird conservation.  
 
Landcare Surveys 
Monitoring of birds is one way to help determine the success or otherwise of Landcare endeavours. 
Hard-working bush regenerators are delighted when their efforts are rewarded with something 
special, and this year one such survey along Bilambil Creek included a Noisy Pitta. How special is 
that! Why not come along to monthly surveys and take the opportunity to learn bird identification 

http://www.waders.org.au


by sight and by call, and be a part of active conservation measures in the Tweed. Surveys are 
mostly done by Laurel, and George, and TBO thanks them very much for the great work they do. 
Contact Laurel: 0755 909 9854 
 
IBA Monitoring 
TBO has taken on the role of monitoring Rufous Scrub-birds in the Border Ranges section of the 
Scenic Rim Important Bird Area. Rufous Scrub-birds once ranged across the lowlands of the Tweed, 
but their range has contracted, mainly due to habitat clearance, so that they now only live above 600m 
and continue to be vulnerable to habitat changes and stochastic events such as fires and disease 
outbreaks, and to feral predators. Past studies in the Border Ranges suggest they like dense 
undergrowth within rainforest, and are often along gullies or where there is a break in the tree canopy 
allowing light to reach the forest floor to support dense growth of understorey plants. The best way 
to find Rufous Scrub-birds is by the call of the male during the breeding season. It�s believed males 
hold established territories for around 10 years, so if we manage to find one we can theoretically 
monitor the continued presence of breeding males over a number of years. 
 
To learn how to survey for the elusive Rufous Scrub-bird, Faye Hill and Kathy Wilk travelled to 
Gloucester Tops National Park in September and joined a team from Hunter Bird Observers Club for 
three days of training. It was absolutely freezing (3 degrees one morning!) up in the high country, but 
we were rewarded with calling Rufous Scrub-birds, sightings of displaying Superb Lyrebirds, and the 
great support of others starting out on the RSB monitoring adventure. 
 
Armed with our new knowledge, and after a two day reccie, we lead an intrepid team of TBO members 
on two weekends of surveys in the Border Ranges, braving rain and leeches to walk along tracks 
recording all the birds identified and listening out for something loud and unmistakably different. And 
we found several of them! And we had fun. At the time of writing of this newsletter the results are 
still waiting to be analysed. Thanks to Kathy and Peter Wilk, Colleen Carnes, Steve McBride, Laurel 
Allsopp, June Harris, Helen Manning, Ian Parer, and to Barrie Harding who was visiting from England 
and gave up some of his holiday time to help us.  
 
Next year it would be great to have more people come along to enjoy the campout and the excitement 
of finding a bird most of us have never seen! There is the problem that surveyors can do a better job 
if they can recognise birds by call in the rainforest, but the best way to learn is to have a go, and work 
with someone with better skills. We are all learning and none of us always know what a bird is.  
 
In 2011 we will also be starting to survey for Albert�s Lyrebirds in the Mt Jerusalem National Park. 
Information and invitations to join these surveys will be emailed out to members during the year. If 
you are interested in IBA monitoring please contact Faye 0266 779 095. 
 
Glossy Black Cockatoo Birding Day 
Tweed Shire Council is a member of the Glossy Black Cockatoo Conservancy, formed in 2005 to 
facilitate the management and conservation of the species in the Region. In October Tweed Bird 
Observers assisted Tanya Fountain of TSC to promote a survey of GBC�s within the Shire. Many TBO 
and community members formed teams and surveyed locations where GBC�s have been recorded 
historically to look for the birds and their feed trees. Thanks to Tanya for her work in organising the 
survey and for providing the following results, (reproduced with permission from Tanya), and to all the 
TBO participants. 
 
�We had 63 participants in the Glossy Black Cockatoo survey who covered 57 search grids (search 
grids were 1km by 1km). Total search effort was approximately 360 hours - i.e. the number of hours 
all volunteers spent searching. Well done everyone! 

  



Areas that volunteers covered on the Tweed Coast included: Fingal Head, Kingscliff, Cudgen, Cudgen 
Creek, Casuarina, Forest Hill, Cabarita Beach, south and west Bogangar, Round Mountain, Hastings 
Point,  Koala Beach, Pottsville and Wooyung. 

  
Areas volunteers covered elsewhere in the Tweed Shire included: Mooball National Park, Hospital 
Hill at Murwillumbah, Mount Warning Caravan Park and surrounds, Mount Nullum, Clarrie Hall Dam, 
Mount Jerusalem National Park, Mount Terragon and Pretty Gully at Byrrill Creek, Mebbin National 
Park, Wollumbin SCA, Kunghur and Tyalgum. 

  
Sixteen volunteers or groups of volunteers recorded chewed Glossy Casuarina cones and therefore 
feed trees for the Glossy Black Cockatoo. Chewed cones were recorded on the coast at Cudgen 
Creek, Forest Hill, south Bogangar, Round Mountain, Koala Beach and Pottsville. In other areas 
chewed cones were recorded at Mount Nullum, Mebbin National Park, Wollumbin SCA, Byrrill Creek, 
ridge tops on the eastern side of Clarrie Hall Dam and at Tyalgum. Chewed cones were recorded 
from both Forest Oak and Black She-oak feed trees - none were recorded from the 
Coastal/Horsetail She oak. 

  
Finally, Glossy Black Cockatoos were recorded at two locations only, by two lucky groups of 
volunteers. There were a group of 6 and a group of 2 birds recorded in Forest Oak feeding 
habitat at Mount Terragon, Byrrill Creek. And there were a group of 3 (male, female and juvenile) 
recorded at dusk at a watering site at Koala Beach, Pottsville.� 
  
Over the entire area surveyed including parts of SE Qld and Tweed and Byron Shires a total of 259 
1km² grid cells, representing 40% of the 642 km² area of prior sighting locations, were surveyed by 
volunteers. A total of 106 birds were observed on the day providing a crude estimate of 0.41 birds / 
km². Seventeen juvenile birds were recorded representing 16% of the total numbers observed while 
there was a relatively even number of males (33 birds) and females (30 birds) in the adult cohort. 
(Castley J.G. 2010, Counting Glossy Black Cockatoos for conservation: results of a survey in southeast 
Queensland and northeastern New South Wales) 
 
Birds Australia Twitch � �The Spotless Cranks� 
TBO members Kathy Wilk, Steve McBride, and June Harris were joined by Dave Charley in their 
incredible effort to raise funds for endangered Glossy Black Cockatoo and Bush Stone Curlew 
conservation by twitching as many birds as possible over a 24hour period, following the strict twitch 
rules set by Birds Australia. June and Kathy�s delightful reports were emailed to TBO members earlier 
in the year. We can only marvel at their tenacity and congratulate them on their effort � 196 species! 
Thanks to everyone who supported them with sponsorship. 
 
BOCA Twitch - December 
At the time of writing this newsletter the results of the 2010 BOCA Twitch were not available, but 
even in the rain many members got out there are counted birds and the final list should be quite 
impressive given the conditions! 
 
Membership news 
We always like to welcome our new members and to invite them to join us on any TBO activities. Please 
feel free to contribute any ideas you may have to help the club and the birds. We hope you all enjoy 
being part of our great team. 
 
Tweed Bird Observers were saddened in July to learn of the death of our long-term member Olga 
Vidler. Olga was a stalwart conservationist, community worker, and advocate for the birds, and she will 
be really missed.  



Committee 
TBO is excited to welcome Jo-ann Palmer as our new President! We look forward to her contributions 
and say a big thankyou to Matthew Angus for his work as President. 
 
Laurel Allsopp is now Treasurer (thanks Laurel for taking on yet another job), and we thank Kathy for 
her work as Treasurer during the year. 
 
Eastern Ospreys 
The Tweed Osprey Group again monitored the known Eastern Osprey nests in the Tweed during the 
breeding season (April-November). 10 observers monitored 22 sites. Of these, 18 sites had pairs who 
rebuilt nests and attempted to breed this season. 9 pairs definitely bred successfully, producing 16 
fledglings, plus 1 more pair that possibly produced 1 more chick giving a possible total of 17 chicks. 
Sometimes, even though a nest is monitored for a whole season, it is hard to tell if a chick has fledged 
or not. This was a particularly tricky season, especially with the rainy weather. If you are interested in 
monitoring an Eastern Osprey nest next season, or if you know of a nest in a tree anywhere, please get 
in touch with Faye: 02 6677 9095 
 
A new (to us) Eastern Osprey nest was located along the Cobaki Broadwater whilst the wader team 
were out looking for Little Curlews in November. No Little Curlews, but instead a Black Bittern was an 
exciting find on the day. Thanks to Rob McKenzie and David Hannah for providing their boats and 
captaining the rest of the crew around the Broadwater.  
 
Another new nest was discovered after this breeding season on Big Island in the Terranora 
Broadwater. This pair�s nest tree collapsed after the 2006 season and nesting has not been observed 
on the island since. It�s great to know they are still around and have found a new tree to build in. 
 
Adieu 
That�s it from me as Newsletter and Calendar producer. Next year Helen Manning will bring a new and 
refreshing touch to the Newsletter and Calendar - thanks Helen!!  Please help to make her job easier 
by submitting articles for the newsletter and ideas for the calendar. 
 
 
I wish everyone in TBO a Merry Christmas and safe and happy New Year, and look forward to catching 
up with you all next year! 
 
Faye Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 


