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*Outings Since Last Newsletter* 
December � Everyone really enjoyed our Christmas gathering at the Maritime Museum Park on Kennedy 
Drive following a walk along Terranora Boradwater. Especially nice was the sighting of a Black-necked 
Stork, which was even more special for the ability to determine sex by the eye color using Steve 
McBride�s scope (females have a yellow eye) � thanks Steve!  
 
February saw 13 TBO�ers at Springbrook National Park where 27 bird species, plus a couple of 
whopping reptiles were spotted during beautiful weather.  
 
March drew 16 of us to Ballina for our annual wader-spotting at Flat Rocks (19 species), Lake Chickiba 
(39 species), and Meldrum Park for lunch (16 species). There weren�t a great many waders around, but 
since then Steve has had some interesting sightings in Ballina: White-winged Black Terns, Black and 
Common Noddies, and Radjah Shelducks. 
 
April � The scheduled outing to Booyong Reserve was cancelled due to rain and flooding, but 5 of the 
faithful met at Terranora Broadwater, always a species-rich area, to spot 54 species including the 
Tawny Frogmouth. (Booyong has been re-scheduled for July). 
 
May saw 16 lucky members at Upper Dungay Creek, the home of our Secretary. Linda and her husband 
Ian have a wonderful property with plenty of tracks to explore amongst the forest and old plantations. 
It was a pleasure to see Bob McTackett looking in so well, and achieving quite a hike up the hill! 36 
species were recorded including the Alberts Lyrebird (by call) � what else could it have been??!! 
 
June will see us at the Byron Sewage Treatment works (or helping at the World Environment Day 
information booth in Murwillumbah) 
 

Outing Changes!!  When outings are cancelled or changed due to bad weather every effort 
is made to contact people by email, but ultimately it is members� responsibility to check 
before you drive. Please check your email, and call Laurel or Linda if in doubt.  

 
 

**TBO is 10 years old in October !!** Let�s have a reunion, a celebration, something special to 
mark this event. We could have a special outing, a camp-out, a barbie, a special display (perhaps 
combined with BOCA Bird Week 25-31 Oct). Ideas please!! 

 
 
*Glossy Black-Cockatoo* - listed as �Vulnerable� 
TBO was invited by BrisBOCA to partner the Tweed Shire in the Glossy Black-Cockatoo project which 
aims to assess the current distribution and habitat of these birds in the Gold Coast and Tweed areas 
in order to ensure that habitat preservation can be made with greater accuracy. Although the program 
is only in its infancy, Pippa Smith has volunteered to head our involvement in it, which is fantastic!! 
Thanks Pippa. 
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*Book Suggestion*  
Pippa has suggested a great book to read. �Boom and bust: bird stories for a dry country�. Pippa says 
this is a �must-read� book about birds, people and the environment, full of interesting information. 
 
 

*Education* 
As a BOCA affiliate, TBO shares BOCA�s vision of conservation through education  - education for the 
sustainability of birds and their habitat. To this end we have renewed our commitment to community 
education about the birds of the Tweed, and birds in general, believing this is a very tangible and 
positive way our group can help protect our birds into the future.  
 
And so we plan to expand our exposure in the community through *bigger* and *better* displays at the 
World Environment Day, Tweed River Festival, the Seniors Expo, and other opportunities as they arise. 
With help from BOCA�s educational resources, posters professionally prepared by Linda, IT support 
from David and Jo Ann Palmer, and increased input from our members!!! we can really put the birds of 
the Tweed right up there where decision-makers can see them. We have some money in the kitty, and 
there are grant opportunities available to purchase educational materials and infrastructure such as an 
electronic picture frame, laminating, display boards, storage equipment etc. 
If you would like to put some energy into this and really work to promote and protect our birds, or if 
you have any ideas to contribute, please get in touch with Linda so this can become a vibrant TBO 
activity.  
 
 

*Members Volunteering* hither and thither 
Many TBO members have volunteered on a range of interesting and fun projects both near home, and 
much further afield:-  

- Members from Ballina to Tweed  Heads volunteer their time to monitor shorebird abundance 
along the coast for the Shorebird 2020 project, and in the Tweed Estuary for the Queensland 
Wader Study Group.    

- Laurel and George continue their work with Bilambil and Fingal Landcare surveys �always happy 
to have helpers! 

- Matthew, Elizabeth and Olga were much appreciated by Tweed Seniors for their informative 
talk to the group about birds.    

- Laurel, Kathy, Steve, and Faye have continued to work with Michelle Plant on her PhD research 
into the effects of supplementary feeding of wild birds. The three girls spent two weeks in the 
Dandenongs near Melbourne in February with Michelle, and apart from the tragedy of the fires 
had a great time. Monthly field work at O�Reilly�s has sadly now come to an end as Michelle 
turns her attention to analysis of samples and data. An article on Michelle�s work (with pics of 
us all!) featured in the April 2009 issue of the �Bird Observer� magazine. 

- Kathy has had a wonderful year flitting thither and yon with her last adventure being to assist 
a Sydney-based Honours student with her research into the effects of River Red Gum decline 
on habitat quality for bush birds in the Macquarie Marshes. June Harris was also going to help 
with the second part of the project, but sadly it was cancelled due to rain. Not to waste an 
opportunity, she and Kathy went on a birding extravaganza as you will read in the synopsis of 
Kathy�s antics attached to this newsletter. 

 
Volunteering can be a great way to meet like-minded people from around the country and the world 
and can lead to other great experiences.  Faye and Ian�s volunteering led to house sitting in the 
rainforest of the Atherton Tableland in April with close-up and personal encounters with many 
north Qld endemics and Lumholtz Tree Kangaroos!   

Please feel welcome to share your volunteering and other birding adventures with us all through this 
newsletter.   
 
 



*Armchair Twitch 2009* - Sunday, September 27 
Birds Australia Southern Qld is running their annual Armchair Twitch, a competition to observe the 
most species within a 5m circle from a fixed location. For more information check out their website 
http://www.basq.org.au/active/armchair/armchair.htm 

 
 
*Members Working for the Birds* 
TBO�s  website tells the whole world that our mission is to �encourage the appreciation and 
conservation of birds in the Tweed Valley and surrounding regions�. Sometimes this involves a little 
campaigning against habitat loss and threats to bird safety. Letters have been written recently on 
behalf of TBO objecting to the proposed jet boat service on the Tweed, and submissions to the 
appropriate authorities have been written regarding certain development proposals. Our birds need all 
the support they can get, and members are encouraged to raise matters of concern at our meetings so 
we can find ways to work together for their protection.  
 
 

*More birds threatened* 
Several new birds are on the list of �Preliminary Determinations of the NSW Scientific Committee� 
which looks at proposals to list birds under schedules of the NSW Threatened Species Conservation 
Act. They are:  Flame Robin, Little Eagle, Scarlet Robin, Spotted Harrier, Varied Sitella, and White-
browed Woodswallow (all Vulnerable), Pied Oystercatcher (Endangered). Fortunately we see Pied 
Oystercatchers quite often in the Tweed, and occasionally are visited by Scarlet Robins, Spotted 
Harriers, and Varied Sitellas. For information about these proposed listings visit 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm 
 
 

*Bowra Station* 
Those of us who had the pleasure of participating in our campout at Bowra Station near Cunnumulla a 
couple of years will remember what a great place for birding it was. The property is currently up for 
sale, with interest from cattle folk and also from the Australian Wildlife Conservancy who propose to 
remove all cattle and run it solely for conservation. They are seeking donations to fund the purchase. 
 AWC�s purchase of the property is supported by BOCA, Birds Australia, and other bird conservation 
organisations. Interested people can find out more by Googling Bowra Station Queensland. A donation 
form can be downloaded from AWC's website, www.australianwildlife.org.  This has a comments section 
where, presumably, the donation can be dedicated to Bowra Station. 
 
 

*Birds In Backyards* 
The Birds In Backyards website http://www.birdsinbackyards.net  is a really good site for information 
about how to provide habitat for birds, particularly best practice guidelines for developing and 
managing bird habitat in environments shared with people. Check out the section on bird-attracting 
plants (especially about Grevilleas!) and find out how to go native without ending up with just a bunch 
of Noisy Miners. 
 
Another excellent source of information is �The Australian bird garden: creating havens for native 
birds� by Graham Pizzey. It�s full of really interesting information including insights into how bird-
species interact with each other, why they call, how they feed and on what, and their seasonal 
routines. A great read. 
 

 
The Senior�s Expo in May was cancelled due to the wet weather and has been rescheduled 
for September (date unknown as yet). 
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*Flickr* - from Jo-Ann Palmer 

For all the shutterbugs among us, Flickr is a free photo hosting site where you can have up to 100 
Megabytes (that's a lot!) of your favourite bird outing, bird watching, family and general interest 
photos for friends, family or the whole world.  You can join groups where people with similar 
photographic interests can show off in the one place, or restrict viewing on your account to just 
friends and family.  Big Volcano has an account and a Tweed Bird Observers "set", where they include 
photos from our outings. 
  
If you're on the internet, click on this link 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/bigvolcano/sets/72157616318987432/  to go and visit the February 
Springbrook outing selections! 
  
If you have to type it in, go to www.flickr.com/bigvolcano and select the Bird Observers set/folder 
from there. 
  
Other birdo Flickr photo groups inlcudes:  
http://www.flickr.com/groups/birdsofnswact/  - Birds of NSW/ACT 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/742599@N20/ Birds of QLD 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/birdguide/ Birds of the World 
  
And if you want to be exclusively birds: http://www.chatterbirds.com/  a global online community for 
birdwatchers, 

 
 

*Contact Numbers for injured birds* 
Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers:  02 6672 4789 
Injured or entangled Seabirds:  Please contact Mary Grant from Seabird Rescue on 0403 061 968. 
 

 
*Memberships are due 30th June*   
But we need a willing person to take over the role of Treasurer as Blair won�t be available to do it this 
time around. Many thanks from us all to Blair for her great work over the past year, and our best 
wishes to you and Eric for some great adventures in your retirement!! 
 
 

**Happy Birding Everyone** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
by 
Faye 
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