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Outings Reports:   
Our Christmas outing in December to Springbrook was a lovely event. Some of us camped the night 
before at the Settlement Campground and met the rest of the gang at Apple Tree Picnic Park on the 
Sunday morning. We had great views of a Southern Boobook peering down at us from its daytime roost, 
and enjoyed a festive picnic lunch at the Gwongorella picnic area.  
 
In February we visited Pottsville Environment Park, a beautiful remnant of coastal forest habitat 
where we spied 44 species, including Peaceful Dove and Variegated Fairy-wren, and mozzies! Some people 
continued on to Koala Beach for great sightings of Latham�s Snipe and Wandering Whistling-Ducks. 
 
Our March outing was the annual wader day at Ballina - Flat Rocks, Lake Chikiba, and the North Wall. 
We were nearly blown away, but between showers we managed to see 42 species altogether with 
highlights being Red Knot, Grey-tailed and Wandering Tattlers, Pacific Golden Plover, and Common 
Sandpiper. 
 
The April outing was a delightful visit to Tony and Lesley Trott�s Nimbin property where we 
recorded 63 species including Spectacled Monarch and the elusive White-eared Monarch. Many thanks to 
our hosts who gave us a fantastic morning�s birding, and opened up their amazing home and garden for us 
to admire. 
 
The May outing to Banora Pt Sewage Treatment Works is coming up and promises to be very fruitful. 
 

***************************** 
�The fragile edge: understanding the life of the Tweed Coast� 
Tweed Bird Observers were invited in late 2009 to contribute to the bird section of a book being 
developed by Michael DeGood and Chris Ellis. The book is a not-for-profit project using text supplied by 
a range of people and will highlight the biodiversity and fragility of the Tweed Coast. The book will cover 
flora and fauna as well as the geology of the area. It is still being edited, and should be a wonderful book 
when it is finally available. Stay tuned! 
 
Spreading the TBO word: 
In February Linda, Faye and Laurel met with Mark Kingston (Tweed Council�s Biodiversity Program leader) 
and Tom Alletson (Coast & Waterways Coordinator) to establish closer working relationships between 
Council and TBO.  They were able to familiarise Mark and Tom with current TBO activities and records 
including: monthly monitoring of shorebirds in the Tweed, monthly Landcare surveys at Fingal Head and 
Bilambil, monthly and weekly outings, and Eastern Osprey monitoring. Two possible future activities were 
discussed which could tie in with Council�s activities, namely more extensive monitoring of the Bilambil 
bush regeneration site, and surveys at Koala Beach. The availability of funding for some TBO activities 
was also mentioned, such as fuel costs for survey work, and development of community education 
materials. 
 
Birds Queensland visit to the Tweed 
In March twenty-three members of Birds Queensland braved the wet weather for their campout at 
Fingal Head. Luckily the weather held off, and they enjoyed a great weekend of birding at Letitia Spit, 
Fingal headland, and Terranora Broadwater along the Seagulls Walk on the Saturday, and Ukerebagh 
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Reserve on the Sunday. Over the weekend they saw 100 species which was a great effort made possible 
by the expert guidance of Laurel who led each of the walks. Thanks to all the TBO members who helped 
give Birds Queensland such a great campout. They were most appreciative, and it was good to share some 
of our good spots with them. 
 
Bray Park Reserve 
TBO was invited by Sally Jacka, manger of the Tweed Shire Council�s �Urban Sustainability Program�, to 
assist with community engagement in the development of the Bray Park Reserve. TBO members surveyed 
the birds of the reserve, identifying 56 species including Grey Goshawk, Collared Sparrowhawk, 
Wandering Whistling-Duck and Azure Kingfisher, and later guided local community members on a walk to 
discover the birds of their reserve. Thanks to the eight TBO members who took part. Sally is looking for 
photographs of the more easily identifiable birds to include in interpretive signage. If you have photos 
you would like to offer her please contact her on sjacka@tweed.nsw.gov.au 
 
Eastern Ospreys 
During April Faye worked with Josh Madden of the Murwillumbah NPWS to update the NSW Wildlife 
Atlas so that all known Eastern Osprey nest locations, both past and present, are included in the Atlas. 
The Atlas includes a mix of recordings of Eastern Osprey sightings, but unfortunately does not easily 
distinguish where the nests are located. Nest location data was also forwarded to Mark Kingston for 
inclusion in Council�s records.  
 
Glossy Black-cockatoo Conservancy 
TBO member Adrian Caneris is a founding member of the Glossy Black-cockatoo Conservancy (GBC). He is 
keen to increase TBO�s understanding of the Conservancy and will be giving a presentation on the GBC 
during our meeting at the end of our August outing to Coombabah Lakes Conservation Area. This will be 
great background information for us, especially as we will be involved in the GBC survey to be held in 
October, so do try to come along to this outing. More info about our involvement in the GBC October 
survey will be emailed later in the year as arrangements are developed. 
 
Recording Bird Sightings 
Laurel does a phenomenal job of recording in excel spreadsheets lists of all TBO outings and surveys. 
Lists go back to 2001 and Laurel is gradually getting them all off paper lists and onto the computer. She 
really needs a hand with this � one to read while the other enters the data - so if you have some time to 
spare please get in touch with Laurel on 0755 909 254. 
 
Apart from keeping our lists in our own notebooks and scraps of paper, there are several other ways your 
observations can be incorporated into national databases. One is via the Birds Australia Atlas. This 
Atlas is the largest bird database in Australia. For more information on how you can contribute to it go 
to http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-projects/atlas-birdata.html 
 
Birds Australia also runs the Birds in Backyards program which incorporates several survey options: -- 
record the birds you see in your own backyard over a nominated period, arrival dates of Koels in your 
area, records and behaviour of Channel-billed Cuckoos, location and group size of Superb Fairy-wrens and 
Grey-crowned Babblers, observations of Australian White Ibis with coloured leg bands, plants used in 
your garden by birds for food or shelter or other reasons, and observations of aggressive behaviour 
between birds in your backyard.  It all helps to increase your observing skills and to get to know what�s 
going on in you neck of the woods, while contributing to national databases used by researchers and 
planners. Check out http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/surveys/   
 
Another great way to store your observations is via Eremaea Birds. Contributions to this site can be 
made for any location in the world. It�s easy to use, and you can nominate for your lists to be 
incorporated into the Birds Australia Atlas. There is a lot more available on this site as well. Check it out 
at http://www.eremaea.com/ 
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TBO Threatened Species Contact People: 
Glossy Black Cockatoos (Vulnerable in NSW) Pippa Smith is our representative with the Glossy Black-
cockatoo Conservancy. If you have any sightings, information, or questions, please contact Pippa on 0408 
030 730 pippaandben@bigpond.com  
 
Eastern Ospreys (Vulnerable in NSW) Please keep your eyes open for breeding activity, new nests, and 
especially for any banded birds around Pottsville and Tweed Heads. If possible please note band colours, 
and whether on left or right leg, and let Faye know when and where you saw the birds as this helps build 
up records of the dispersal activities of chicks. (02 6677 9095 - fayelillian@hotmail.com) 
 
Bush Stone-curlews (Endangered in NSW) and Beach Stone-curlews (Critically Endangered in NSW) 
Kathy Wilk is our Bush and Beach Stone-curlew contact. If you sight or have any information about 
either of these species please let Kathy know. 02 6676 0118 kjw61@fastmail.fm  
 
Unusual Sightings: 
Unusual sightings can be sent to Linda so she can email the group so anyone can go look if they are keen. 
lbrannian@bigpond.com  

******************************* 
Nightcap and Scenic Rim Important Bird Areas (IBA�s) 
Important Bird Areas (IBA�s) are sites of global bird conservation importance. Each IBA meets one of 
four global criteria used by BirdLife International. IBA�s are priority areas for bird conservation.  
Since 2005, Birds Australia has identified 314 IBA�s across Australia, and in our region there are two: 
Nightcap IBA, and the Scenic Rim IBA.  

Nightcap Range IBA was designated for Albert�s Lyrebird. Species that supported the nomination are 
Green Catbird, Regent Bowerbird, Paradise Riflebird, Pale-yellow Robin, Australian Logrunner.  

Scenic Rim IBA was designated for Black-breasted Button-quail, Albert�s Lyrebird, Eastern Bristlebird 
and Rufous Scrub-bird. Green Catbird, Regent Bowerbird, Paradise Riflebird, Australian Logrunner and 
Pale-yellow Robin supported the nomination. 

Tweed Bird Observers have been invited to help monitor the target species in our local IBA�s, and we 
have responded by planning to carry out surveys in the Nightcap IBA during our September campout (see 
calendar). Would anybody who is interested in helping to plan this event please contact Faye!! on 02 6677 
9095, fayelillian@hotmail.com.  

************************************** 
 
Many thanks to George, Gary, and Laurel for their Landcare surveys, and Laurel, Kathy, Linda, Rob, 
Matthew, David, and Faye for their assistance doing the wader counts.  

******************** 
 

Please note: Annual subs of $10 are due 1st July. Please forward to Kathy Wilk, 15 Spring Valley Road, 
Cudgera Creek, NSW, 2484 before 31st August to remain financial. 

******************** 
 
Birds Queensland is raffling an original Peter Slater oil painting valued at approx $3,500 to raise funds 
for conservation research on the Eastern Bristlebird and other species.  
Tickets are $5 each or bundles of 5 for $20. The raffle closes on Aug 24th 2010 with the draw on 
National Threatened Species Day: Sept 7th, 2010.  
Please contact Marion Grover, member of the BQ management committee, at marion.grover@gmail.com 
for tickets or if you wish to assist as an official ticket seller. 
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